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Pastorôs Message 
Lent can be a somewhat disheartening season of the year.  Its emphasis on 
self-examination and repentance and personal discipline can leave one 
feeling pretty discouraged about oneôs self.  Every honest person need look 
no further that his or her own heart, after all, to find plenty of evidence of sin 
and reason for humility.  We know that even our best intentions to ñdo 
betterò often come to naught.  
 

It is not only our spiritual shortcomings that can leave us in funk though.  In 
mid-February, I commented to someone that after a relatively mild winter, I 
was starting to look forward to spring.  Then, within a matter of days, we got 
slammed with a foot-and-a-half of snow, and I found myself shoveling my 
walk every day for the better part of a week.  We even had to cancel our Ash 
Wednesday communion service that so many were looking forward to.  Now, 
as we enter the month of March, we find ourselves only days away from the 
one-year anniversary of shutting down in-person worship because of 
COVID, and still have no real clarity about when we might all gather 
together again. 
 

Even in this season of Lent though, there is still reason for hope.  While snow 
still blankets the ground as I write this, it is melting and the crocuses and 
daffodils and tulips in my yard, though not blooming, are now well out of the 
ground.  The days are noticeably getting longer, and the nights do not seem 
to be quite as dark.  And the COVID vaccine rollout, in our county at least, is 
going remarkably well.  Certainly, we still have ways to go, but at least now 
we are moving the right direction. 
 

Most importantly, we are carried on our journey through the bleakness of this 
Lent as we have been carried through Lents past-- by the promised and 
certain hope of the resurrection.  No matter how dark and despairing these 
days might at times seem, the darkness of the tomb, of our hearts, and of the 
world around us will give way to the light of Christ when Easter dawns, and 
we will share in his eternal joy. 
 
Pastor Joel Ley 
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Join Us Sundays

Christ Lutheran is on 
a break until it is 
determined that itõs 
safe for us to reopen 
for worship services 

and other church 
activities.  If you are 

able, watch Pastor 
Leyõs YouTube videos 

every Sunday 
morning for that 
weekõs sermon, as 
well as a Childrenõs 
story video!  Then 

afterwards you can 
join the virtual 

òZoomó coffee hour.ó 
(Watch your e -mail 
for an invitation to 
that Sundayõs coffee 

hour.)   And on 
Wednesdays, 

through March 24th, 
you will be able to 

view a weekly 
Lenten Vesper 

service, via 
YouTube, by Pastor 
Ley and Jon Jensen.   

mailto:christlutheran@gohighspeed.com


2 

Members in Action ñññññññññðññ 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

   If you would like to add someone to our list,  
   please leave the information at the  
   church office or e-mail Deb at  
   christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.  

 
Kyle Jones USN Hawaii 

Kyle Rutledge USA Fort Polk, LA 

Lee Rutledge USA Fort Bragg, NC 

 
 
 
 
 
Josh Wolfram USAF  Congressional Budget Office, DC 

Kris Wolfram  ANG   Pentagon, DC 

Lent Vespers 
 

Continuing through March 24th, 
weekly Lent Vespers services will be 
available on our YouTube channel, 
Christ Lutheran Walla Walla.  Jon 
Jensen, Cynthia Knutson, and Pastor 
Ley will lead us in That You May 
Have Life, a familiar service written 
by Marty Haugen and Susan Briehl.  
Instead of a homily, we will engage 
�H�D�F�K���H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�u�V���V�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H���S�D�V�V�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���D���I�R�U�P���R�I��lectio 
divina  or divine reading, a practice of scripture reading 
and contemplation.  

Kurt Hoffman 

Dale Hedman 

Jim Peterson 

Bob Fitzgerald 

Judith Hedberg-Duff 

Larry Johnson 

Gordon Heimbigner 

Logan Pinkerton 

Joel Huesby 

Julia Jacobs 

Rowan Brannon 

Liam Pinkerton 

Blake Rutledge 

Ruth Ladderud 

Robert Riley 

Leslie Anderson 

Katherine Holce 

Everett Knudson 

Margaret Ley 

Gene Walker 

Holy Week Plans 
 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion 
on March 28th.  Later that week, we intend to mark Maundy 
Thursday on April 1st with a drive-in celebration of Holy 

Communion, in the parking lot behind the church, at 5:30 pm.  
The bishops of ELCA Region 1 (the Pacific Northwest) have 
offered to prepare an on-line Good Friday worship service for 
us; viewing information will be forthcoming.  Then on 

Sunday, April 4th, we will celebrate Easter, the Resurrection 
of Our Lord, with two settings of drive-in communion behind 

the church, times to be announced. 

Christian Aid Center Needs a Volunteer 
 

The Christian Aid Center is looking for a volunteer to cook breakfast 
on Friday mornings for our shelter guests and others in our 
community.  For more information, please contact Jeannette 

Regalado, Volunteer & Donor Relations, at (509) 525-7153 ext. 114. 


