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Pastor’s Message
Lent can be a somewhat disheartening season of the year. Its emphasis on
self-examination and repentance and personal discipline can leave one
feeling pretty discouraged about one’s self. Every honest person need look
no further that his or her own heart, after all, to find plenty of evidence of sin
and reason for humility. We know that even our best intentions to “do
better” often come to naught.
It is not only our spiritual shortcomings that can leave us in funk though. In
mid-February, I commented to someone that after a relatively mild winter, I
was starting to look forward to spring. Then, within a matter of days, we got
slammed with a foot-and-a-half of snow, and I found myself shoveling my
walk every day for the better part of a week. We even had to cancel our Ash
Wednesday communion service that so many were looking forward to. Now,
as we enter the month of March, we find ourselves only days away from the
one-year anniversary of shutting down in-person worship because of
COVID, and still have no real clarity about when we might all gather
together again.
Even in this season of Lent though, there is still reason for hope. While snow
still blankets the ground as I write this, it is melting and the crocuses and
daffodils and tulips in my yard, though not blooming, are now well out of the
ground. The days are noticeably getting longer, and the nights do not seem
to be quite as dark. And the COVID vaccine rollout, in our county at least, is
going remarkably well. Certainly, we still have ways to go, but at least now
we are moving the right direction.
Most importantly, we are carried on our journey through the bleakness of this
Lent as we have been carried through Lents past-- by the promised and
certain hope of the resurrection. No matter how dark and despairing these
days might at times seem, the darkness of the tomb, of our hearts, and of the
world around us will give way to the light of Christ when Easter dawns, and
we will share in his eternal joy.
Pastor Joel Ley

Mission
We are God’s people,
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Members in Action—————————–——
Holy Week Plans

Kurt Hoffman
Dale Hedman
Jim Peterson
Bob Fitzgerald
Judith Hedberg-Duff
Larry Johnson
Gordon Heimbigner
Logan Pinkerton
Joel Huesby
Julia Jacobs
Rowan Brannon
Liam Pinkerton
Blake Rutledge
Ruth Ladderud
Robert Riley
Leslie Anderson
Katherine Holce
Everett Knudson
Margaret Ley
Gene Walker

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion
on March 28th. Later that week, we intend to mark Maundy
Thursday on April 1st with a drive-in celebration of Holy
Communion, in the parking lot behind the church, at 5:30 pm.
The bishops of ELCA Region 1 (the Pacific Northwest) have
offered to prepare an on-line Good Friday worship service for
us; viewing information will be forthcoming. Then on
Sunday, April 4th, we will celebrate Easter, the Resurrection
of Our Lord, with two settings of drive-in communion behind
the church, times to be announced.

Christian Aid Center Needs a Volunteer
The Christian Aid Center is looking for a volunteer to cook breakfast
on Friday mornings for our shelter guests and others in our
community. For more information, please contact Jeannette
Regalado, Volunteer & Donor Relations, at (509) 525-7153 ext. 114.

Lent Vespers
Continuing through March 24th,
weekly Lent Vespers services will be
available on our YouTube channel,
Christ Lutheran Walla Walla. Jon
Jensen, Cynthia Knutson, and Pastor
Ley will lead us in That You May
Have Life, a familiar service written
by Marty Haugen and Susan Briehl.
Instead of a homily, we will engage
each evening’s scripture passage with a form of lectio
divina or divine reading, a practice of scripture reading
and contemplation.

If you would like to add someone to our list,
please leave the information at the
church office or e-mail Deb at
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.
Kyle Jones
Kyle Rutledge
Lee Rutledge

USN
USA
USA

Josh Wolfram
Kris Wolfram

Hawaii
Fort Polk, LA
Fort Bragg, NC
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USAF
ANG

Congressional Budget Office, DC
Pentagon, DC

Members in Action——————————–
Happy Birthday!

PLEASE JOIN US!

Maxine Amen’s neighborhood got together
and organized a surprise birthday for her!

The Adult Education Committee wants you to
know about three Bible study and other small
group opportunities at Christ Lutheran Church.
These are great opportunities to safely engage
online with other CLC members for some great
discussion and fellowship. First, Pastor Joel
leads a one-hour Bible study every Thursday
afternoon at 1:00 PM via Zoom, focusing on the
Bible readings for the next Sunday service. If
you want to join in on these interesting
discussions, please send a text or email message
to Pastor Joel so that he can send you a Zoom
invitation. All are welcome.
Also, two other Zoom discussion groups are
contemplated on some social justice issues.
First, during Lent, we would look at issues
regarding world hunger via the ELCA’s “40
Days of Giving” program. This would take
place once a week on Monday or Tuesday at
5:00 or 5:30 PM, depending on what is most
convenient for participants. Please contact John
Lohrmann (phone or text 509-629-3130, or
email johnlohrmann@charter.net to express
your interest and preferences, if you have not
done so already.
The other discussion group will use some
excellent study guides recently prepared by
Augsburg Fortress, the publishing house of the
ELCA. The first series would explore current
issues about racism. This will begin either right
away or after Easter depending on interest.
Again, please contact John Lohrmann to express
your preferences for dates and times.

Turn your clocks back one
hour the night of Saturday,
March 13th
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Christ Lutheran Church Business————CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
January 12, 2021
Council president, Leslie Anderson, called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. The council met online using the
Zoom platform due to the state meeting size restrictions resulting from the coronavirus pandemic. Those
attending were: Pastor Joel Ley, Leslie Anderson, Norma Austin, Michelle Summers, Eric Schmid, Carmen
Funderburk, JoAnne Savage, Charleen Kaaen, Jim Peterson, Dan Grinstead, Barbara Hoffman, Sara Pinkerton,
and John Lohrmann. There were no absences.
Pastor Joel Ley gave the devotions.
John Lohrmann made a motion to approve the December 8th minutes, Carmen Funderburk seconded, and
motion passed.
Financial Report: Eric reviewed the financial report. CLC's checking account balance ended the month with a
balance of $185,469. Total cash, including restricted/endowments, totaled $360,833 as of 12/31/2020. CLC’s
year-end finances are approximately $62,500 ahead of the previous year as a result of strong offerings in
December and lower expenditures than budgeted. CLC had $1,679,460 in positive equity on 12/31/2020.
Committee Reports:
Finance/budget: Eric emailed council members a copy of the final budget for 2021 which will be presented to
the congregation for approval at the annual meeting on January 31, 2021. Eric asked council members to
contact him if they can help with weekly offering counting at the church on Wednesdays.
Adult Education: John Lohrmann intends to start an online book study or Bible study focusing on social
justice issues. The group would meet once a month at a to-be-determined time. JoAnne has Lenten study
guides from ELCA’s World Hunger resources through their “40 Days of Giving” program which were offered
as a potential starting point for a group study. A notice should be put in the February newsletter to encourage
new participation in Pastor’s continuing Thursday Bible study which focuses on the weekly lectionary readings.
Youth Education: Charleen thanked Pastor for emailing the Spark newsletters for the children in our
congregation on Fridays and for the children’s sermon videos he posts every Sunday.
Personnel: Norma has commenced a formal search for an office manager as Deb Fuller will be retiring as
CLC’s office manager this spring after many years of keeping our church office running very efficiently and
effectively.
Pastor's Report: Pastor Joel provided a written report of pastoral acts, educational outreach, meetings/events,
etc. for December. Pastor expressed gratitude for the help he received with the special services (online and
drive-through) which took place during Advent & Christmas. He is now focused on planning Lenten services
which will begin soon. CLC received a $1000 grant from ELCA’s Covid-19 appeal which is designated to help
with the increased cost of providing meals at the Christian Aid Center and the Sleep Center during the
pandemic. A Lutheran Disaster Response grant for $10,000 has been awarded to help partially fund a graduate
student case manager from the University of Oregon who will help process unmet needs requests resulting from
the floods in February 2020. The grant will be administered through the Oregon Synod. Plans are being made
to distribute 2021 offering envelopes and “Christ in Our Home” devotionals. Pastor encouraged council
members to reach out with empathy and caring as we all struggle with the implications of the natural disasters,
effects of the pandemic, and the political divisions that have affected everyone.
Old Business:
A. Ministry Expansion Suggestions: Going forward, the Ministry Expansion Suggestions will be combined
with Outreach Possibilities. Discussion was had about no longer delaying our ministry expansion focus as there
are many needs in the community which we could help with now. Discussion was had regarding several
potential ministries and outreaches. Jim Peterson will investigate organizations that would allow us to help
with medical debt buy-down in the Northwest using surplus from our 2020 finances. Leslie Anderson will
gather information from the Common Roots organization regarding their program on helping Walla Walla
develop affordable (not low-income) housing. Pastor Joel has been contacted by the county about possibly
using CLC’s parking lot as a Covid-19 vaccination site this year. Charleen will get prices on chest freezers as
the Sleep Center indicated that they have a real need for this item. Our endowment fund has earmarked
$822.26 to split between the Sleep Center and the Christian Aid Center and this could provide at least a portion
of the cost of a chest freezer. Discussion was had about CLC’s ability to help members of our congregation
who have had exceptional circumstances impact them negatively.
(Continued on the following page)
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Christ Lutheran Church Business————(Continued from previous page)

B. 125th Anniversary: Carmen Funderburk is leading this group
and can be contacted if others would like to join the planning
committee. Many plans are underway to celebrate the
anniversary in 2021 including an all-church dinner slated for
Sunday, October 31st. Cassie Spangrude is developing a quilt
pattern, and the church cookbook has over 200 recipes collected
as of January.
C. Phone System: Jim Peterson reported that the installation of
the new phone system by Inland Cellular is complete. CLC’s
former phone numbers have been transferred to use with the
Inland Cellular service, and the phone messages have been
updated.
D. Directory Update: Ruth Ladderud has been working with
Deb to update the member information database.
E. COVID-19 Adaptations: Pastor said that so many members
have valued the online church services he has posted during the
Covid-19 shutdown that continuing an online ministry should be
a strong consideration. Discussion was had about investing in a
designated video system to record church services for online
posting. Council members were asked to gather information to
enable this upgrade. Further discussion will be held at the
February council meeting.
F. PPP Loan: Eric reported that CLC continues to await an
invitation to apply for PPP loan forgiveness. He anticipates that
this will occur in the first quarter of 2021.
G. Outreach Possibilities: See Ministry Expansion Suggestions
above.
H. Congregational Meeting: The annual congregational meeting
will be on Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 11:00 am using the online
Zoom platform. All members will receive two weeks advance
notice of the meeting either by email or by a mailed postcard
which will include information on how to access the meeting
using their computer or phone. In advance of the annual
meeting, a copy of the annual report will be emailed to all
members who have access to email and will be hand delivered to
those members who do not use email.
New Business:
A. Housekeeping: Devotion leaders for the 2021 council
meetings have been assigned. Before the February council
meeting, the council members serving as Deacons need to elect a
council vice president from their ranks. Corrections were made
to the council members’ information on the council roster.
B. Procedures: Pastor Joel reiterated several church deadlines:
the 20th of every month for the newsletter; Thursday morning for
weekly printed church service bulletins (when we return to
church services); and committee reports by committee chairs
emailed to council members prior to monthly council meetings.
Committee chairs were reminded that there are committee
notebooks with pertinent committee information as a useful
reference.
C. Appointment of Treasurer and Financial Secretary:
Cecilia Rutledge was nominated to be treasurer and Gene
Spangrude was nominated to continue as financial secretary. Jim
Peterson moved to accept both nominations, Norma Austin
seconded, and motion passed.
Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 8:17 pm with the
Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Summers
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Treasurer’s Report
January 2021 Offerings
General Fund:
Interest Income:
Other Income:
Desig/Restricted:
Total Income:

January 2021 Expenses

General
$23,559 Operations:
$0
$0
$3,685 Desig/Restricted:
$27,244 Total Income:

$22,843

$3,414
$26,257

January 2021 Net Income (Loss): $987
Monthly Results:
Operational income came in $1,574 less than
budget for the month of January.
Operational expenses were $3,772 less than
budget for the month of January.
Total Operational funds resulted in a net inflow
of $716 for the month.
Designated/Restricted Account activity resulted
in a net inflow of $271 for the month.
Overall Combined Funds resulted in a net
inflow of $987 for the month.
Year To-Date Results:
Total Operational Income to-date is
approximately $1,574 under budget for 2021.
This is approximately $3,953 behind 2020.
Total Operational Expenses are approximately
$3,772 under budget for 2021. This is
approximately $45 ahead of 2020.
Combined with a $271 net inflow from the
designated and restricted accounts, we have a
$987 net inflow of cash for 2021. This is
approximately $263 ahead of 2020.
Balance Sheet Items:
CLC's checking account ended the month with a
$186,353 balance.
Total cash, including restricted/endowments
accounts, totaled $369,111 as of 1/31/2021.
CLC had $1,687,841 in positive equity on
1/31/2021.

Attendance Report
Average Sunday: Worship Attendance

January 2021: 122
January 2020: 112

Christ Lutheran Church Business————ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving
During this season of Lent, you are invited to join together
with fellow supporters to study, pray and give during
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving.

Our CLC Council decided that the Advent money
from 2020 was going to be used for the Christian
Aid Center and the Sleep Center, and when the
Sleep Center needed a freezer, CLC provided one!

Lent is a time of reflection and repentance, of sacrifice and
self-examination. But Lent is also a season of of hope—
hope in the work God is doing in the world, even in the
most challenging times. This Lent, join ELCA World
Hunger as we journey with out neighbors in hope for a just
world where all are fed.
In this last year, as the world has reeled from the effects of
a deadly pandemic, we have seen the number of hungry
people around the world rise, watched as food pantries and
soup kitchens expanded to serve an ever-growing number
of guests, and longed together in hope for the time when
we “will hunger no more, and thirst no more...and God
will wipe away every tear from (our) eyes (Revelation
7:16-17).
We hope you will choose to participate in this endeavor to
ease poverty and hunger both at home and around the
world. A Lenten Study Guide and a devotional calendar
with ideas for daily engagement in Lenten disciplines will
be available for each family. These will be distributed
during the upcoming drive-through event or in the narthex.
Your 40 Days of Giving offerings can be sent in along
with your regular Easter offering on April 4th. Be sure to
clearly mark what is intended specifically for 40 Days of
Giving and include your name, envelope number and the
amount given. Our collective offering will them be sent in
to ELCA World Hunger the following week.

Pastoral Acts
Funerals

Morris Gregory Trousdale
(16 February)

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please clearly write your name and amount
of gift being made on all offering envelopes
submitted. This ensures that your gifts are
entered correctly into our records system.

CLC NEWSLETTER
Your contributions to this newsletter are
welcome! Please submit your articles to
Deb in the church office, either in written
form or you can send it via e-mail to
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com (either
type the article in your email or attach a
Microsoft Word or text-only document).
And if you’d like to receive your
newsletter via CLC’s website, you can
just give Deb your e-mail address!

OUR PRAYER CHAIN
If you aren't on our e-mail prayer chain and would
like to be, we can make that happen! Just send or
give Deb your e-mail address and she will get you
on the list. You can contact her at 525-2243 or
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.
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SUNDAY

3rd Sunday in Lent 7
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

4th Sunday in Lent 14
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

5th Sunday in Lent 21
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

Palm Sunday
28
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

MONDAY
1

8

15

22

29

Holy Week

TUESDAY
2

9

7:00 pm Council “Zoom” meeting

4

1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

25

1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

18

1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

11

1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

THURSDAY

2021
3

7:00 pm YouTube
Lent Vespers service

10

7:00 pm YouTube
Lent Vespers service

31

7: 00 pm YouTube
Lent Vespers service

24

7:00 pm YouTube
Lent Vespers service

16
17
St. Patrick’s Day

23

30

FRIDAY
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SATURDAY

5

13

27

April Newsletter
Deadline!

1st Day of Spring

20

12

19

26
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Christ Lutheran Church
1420 S. 2nd Avenue
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Return service requested

To:
———————————————————-----------

Daylight Saving
Time begins on
Sunday, March 14th

YouTube Lenten
Services continue
through March 24th
on Wednesdays

2021

March 28th
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Spring begins on
Saturday, March 20th

