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Pastor’s Message
The start of a new year is typically cause for looking forward, for making
resolutions and plans. I am reluctant to look too far down the road into 2021
however. If I learned anything from 2020 it is that the world doesn’t
necessarily operate according to my plan!
Last spring, I thought that we would probably be back in worship by Easter.
That didn’t happen though. I then shifted my target date to the 4th of July. It
was a nice idea—for a while. In mid-August I said goodbye to one of our
college students, who said that she’d see me at Christmas, and then jokingly
added, “assuming we’re having church by then”. “Oh, for sure by then”, I
confidently replied. And we all now know how that went!

So, my resolution for 2021? In 2021, I am going to learn how to simply “go
with the flow”. (That probably isn’t going to work so well for me either!)
While I do not think God expects us to drift aimlessly through our existence
or that there is anything wrong with Christians making plans, I do think that
it is important that we also be nimble, adaptable, and ready for God to lead
us in a direction that we never would have expected or imagined.
In a way, being open to something new is one of the lessons of Epiphany,
which we celebrate each January 6th. The assumption had always been that
the Christ, the Messiah, would come for the Jews. They assumed that was
always the plan. God, however, had bigger plans, intentions to include us
Gentiles in all of God’s promises as well. And so with a star, God
unexpectedly led the magi, Gentiles from distant lands, to Bethlehem and
there revealed God’s glory in the Christ child to all people and nations.
I will make no predictions about what 2021 will hold for us. As a friend of
mine says, every time we make plans, God laughs. I do hope, though, that
we will be nimble and open to the Holy Spirit’s often surprising direction
and to new ways of being the church and making God’s love for all evident.
Jesus is with us in every changing circumstance after all. That is the one
thing of which we can always be certain.

Pastor Joel Ley
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Mission
We are God’s people,
united by faith in Jesus
Christ, forgiven, chosen
and called by Him through
the Word and Sacraments
to be a mission people.
Christ Lutheran is
on a break until it
is determined that
it’s safe for us to
reopen for worship
services and other
church activities.
If you are able,
watch Pastor Ley’s
YouTube videos
every Sunday
morning for that
week’s sermon, as
well as a Children’s
story video! Then
afterwards you
can join the
virtual “Zoom”
coffee hour.”
(Watch your e-mail
for an invitation
to that Sunday’s
coffee hour.) You
are all missed,
very much!!
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Members in Action—————————–——
Congregational Meeting Reminder
Christ Lutheran Church will hold a congregational
meeting on January 31, at 11:00 AM. The meeting
will be conducted remotely over the internet using
Zoom.
Among the business to be conducted is
adoption of an operating budget for 2021 and
reception of reports from council officers and
committees. Confirmed members of the congregation
have a vote.
Zoom meeting invitations and annual reports will
been sent via email in advance. Hard copies of the
annual report will be made available to members
upon request. Members without email or internet
access will be able to participate in the meeting via
phone by calling a phone number and entering the
appropriate meeting code and password, which will
be provided later this month.

Begins again on January 6th.

In the absence of an in-person meeting, everyone who
wishes to vote MUST participate in the meeting on
Zoom, whether online by computer or by calling into
the meeting using the phone. Please contact the
church office at 509-525-2243 if you have questions.

2020 Council Members
Remember that your annual reports are due to
the church office by Friday, January 8th.

If you would like to add someone to our list,
please leave the information at the
church office or e-mail Deb at
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.
Kyle Jones
Kyle Rutledge
Lee Rutledge

USN
USA
USA

Josh Wolfram
Kris Wolfram

Hawaii
Fort Polk, LA
Fort Bragg, NC
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USAF
ANG

Congressional Budget Office, D.C.
Pentagon, DC

Members in Action——————————–
Thank You!
Margaret and I have been the recipients of many
cards, gifts, and kindnesses in the days leading up to
and following Christmas. We are very grateful and
trust that you have been equally blessed. We look
forward to the day when all people are warmed by
the love of Christ and his followers, and share in the
abundance of God’s many blessings. May your new
year be filled with peace and joy.
Pastor Joel Ley

Note from Terri Gilbert
I would like to thank all the CLC
family who are taking care of us
during this challenging time.
From Pastor Joel, Deb, Pastor
McCoy, Cynthia, Rebecca and
Deb, to the lectors, the church
council, and other behind the
scenes family members, you are
all making a positive difference
in our lives. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart.

Nona Benzel
Peter Anderson
Cheryl McCoy
Renee Clark
Martin Manny
Erin Pratt
Ryan Campeau
Traci Hein
John Knapp
Breanne Austin
Paul Austin
Brooklyn Basel
Seanna Hewitt
Alma Morgan
Barbara Fryhling
Annaliese
Krzyzanek
Gabriella Moore
Gracie Nelson
Mary Beth Holce
Patty Hamada
Doug Nierman
Jessica Swanson
Gerhard Hoffman

CLC NEWSLETTER

OUR PRAYER CHAIN

Your contributions to this newsletter are
welcome! Please submit your articles to
Deb in the church office, either in written
form or you can send it via e-mail to
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com (either
type the article in your email or attach a
Microsoft Word or text-only document).
And if you’d like to receive your
newsletter via CLC’s website, you can
just give Deb your e-mail address!

If you aren't on our e-mail prayer
chain and would like to be, we can
make that happen! Just send or
give Deb your e-mail address and
she will get you on the list. You can
contact her at 525-2243 or
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.
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Members in Action——————————–
!!!LAST CALL~RECIPES~LAST CALL!!!
The deadline for submitting recipes for our 125th anniversary cookbook is in TWO WEEKS:
JANUARY 15th, 2021. We would love to have everyone at church be part of this special
project. Please take the time to get your recipes copied and submitted by the deadline so that
your culinary talents can be included. There is a cookbook section for any recipe:
Appetizers & Beverages
Soups & Salads
Vegetables & Side Dishes
Main Dishes
Breads & Rolls
Dessert Section is FULL…no more submissions, please
Cookies & Candy
This & That
Individuals can each contribute five (5) recipes. We’ll try to use every recipe we receive, but
if we get a lot of duplicate recipes, you may be asked to submit an alternative. Please type or
legibly print each recipe and include your name and contact information (in case we need to
clarify any part of the recipes you send in).
Recipes can be mailed to or dropped off at the church at:
1420 S. 2nd Avenue
Walla Walla, WA 99362
OR
email to Michelle Summers:
michellesummersak@gmail.com
907-952-1653

We are excited to see everyone's delicious contributions in this special cookbook!
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Christ Lutheran Church Business————CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
November 10, 2020
Council president, Kari Isaacson, called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. The council met online using the Zoom platform due
to the state meeting size restrictions resulting from the coronavirus pandemic. Those attending were: Pastor Joel Ley, Kari
Isaacson, Norma Austin, Michelle Summers, Eric Schmid, Carmen Funderburk, JoAnne Savage, Jon Jensen, Charleen Kaaen,
Sandy Krebs, Jim Peterson, Kurt Hoffman, and Gordon Heimbigner.
Leah Bailey was absent.
Kurt Hoffman gave the devotions.
Jon Jensen made a motion to approve the October 13th minutes, Carmen Funderburk seconded, and motion passed.
Financial Report: Per Gordon's report: CLC's checking account balance ended the month with a $152,385 balance. Total
cash, including restricted/endowments, totaled $322,221 as of 10/31/2020. CLC had $1,640,982 in positive equity on
10/31/2020. For the month of October, the operational income came in $6908 less than budgeted and the operational expenses
were $5587 less than budgeted.
Committee Reports:
Property Management: Sandy reported that Connor’s Flooring replaced faulty base molding & carpet tiles at no cost and that
Harvey’s Plumbing repaired a leaking toilet. New filters have been installed in the furnaces and the sprinkler system has been
blown out for the season by Smith Brothers. Property leaf pick up has begun.
Pastor's Report: Pastor Joel provided a written report of pastoral acts, educational outreach, meetings/events, etc. for
October. Pastor has been preparing for online worship services through Advent & Christmas. He was pleased with the turnout and response for the drive-through communion service on October 25th. Similar drive-through communion services are
being planned for November 29th (first Sunday in Advent) and for Christmas Eve. He and several members helped with
Providence St. Mary’s annual drive-through flu shot clinic. He expressed gratitude for the support & encouragement he’s
received from the congregation during the Covid-19 pandemic and resulting church shut-down. An online Thanksgiving
service is being planned in conjunction with St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.
Continuing Business:
A. Ministry Expansion Suggestions: Additional action is currently on hold.
B. 125th Anniversary: Plans for the 2021 anniversary will continue at a meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 18th at 7:00 pm.
Carmen Funderburk is leading this group and can be contacted if others would like to join the planning committee. Plans for a
CLC cookbook are underway, a commemorative quilt is being designed, and various forms of entertainment are under
discussion. The cornerstone area was opened and is empty. Discussion was had about items that might be put into a time
capsule for the cornerstone location for future anniversary celebrations.
C. Phone System: Jim Peterson reported that the installation of the new phone system by Inland Cellular is continuing.
D. Directory Update: Deb has been compiling a complete list of members including many updates and some new households.
E. COVID-19 Adaptations: Bible study and confirmation classes continue to meet online. The book group is not currently
meeting online. Discussion was had about having the Dine Around groups meet via Zoom, and Carmen will investigate the
interest level for this idea.
F. Webpage Development: The new website is active and has been updated with new photos and information.
G. Pocket-iNet: Pastor reported that the upgraded internet connection is installed.
H. PPP Loan: Eric reported that CLC is currently awaiting an invitation to apply for PPP loan forgiveness. He will notify
council when the invitation is received.
I. Outreach Possibilities: If CLC has a financial surplus at the end of the year, there was discussion about using part of that
surplus to help with debt forgiveness via medical debt buy-down (an outreach used by the congregation at St. Paul’s Episcopal
with good success and a substantial benefit to those who are impacted by catastrophic medical debt). Further discussion will
be had at the December meeting.
K. Congregational Meetings/Elections: A congregational meeting is planned for Sunday, December 6th at 11:00 a.m. for the
purpose of church council elections. The meeting will be conducted via Zoom with the option for members to phone into the
meeting if they do not have access to Zoom. Pastor has confirmed that voting can occur online. A quorum of membership
will be necessary. Meeting will be publicized to membership two weeks prior to meeting. Annual reports from each council
member will need to be submitted to Deb prior to CLC’s annual meeting on January 31st.
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(Continued on the following page)

Christ Lutheran Church Business————(Continued from previous page)

Treasurer’s Report

L. Nominating Committee: Council members Kari
Isaacson & Kurt Hoffman along with CLC general
members Marit Nierman, Kristi Brannon, & Sara Van
Donge form the church nominating committee. The slate of
2021 council members is as follows:
President: Leslie Anderson
Secretary: Michelle Summers
Property chair: Dan Grinstead
Youth chair: Sara Pinkerton
Worship chair: Barbara Hoffman
Adult Ed chair: OPEN
Evangelism chair: OPEN
Fellowship chair: Carmen Funderburk
Youth Education chair: Charleen Kaaen
Outreach chair: JoAnne Savage
Stewardship chair: Jim Peterson
Finance/Budget chair: Eric Schmid
Personnel chair: Norma Austin
Treasurer and Financial secretary are not members of the
church council but will be appointed by the church council
in January.
M. Budget for 2021: Eric shared a detailed proposed
budget for 2021 and this was discussed on a line-by-line
basis. Council decided that the 125th anniversary
celebration will have a budget of $2000 for events during
2021. Committee chairs should notify Eric if additional
changes should be made prior to the December meeting.
The final budget will be put to vote before council at the
December 8th meeting. The congregation will vote on the
approved budget at the annual meeting on January 31st.
Council thanked Eric for his detailed work toward this
proposed budget.
New Business:
A. Advent “Vespers” Offerings: Discussion was had
about how offerings made as designated Advent “Vespers”
offerings should be distributed. Pastor Joel moved to
designate such offerings for outreach meals delivered by
CLC to the Christian Aid Center and the Sleep Center,
Charleen seconded, and motion passed.
Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 8:52 pm with the
Lord's Prayer.

November 2020 Offerings November 2020 Expenses
General Fund
Interest Income
Other
Desig/Restric
Total

General
$20,962 Operations
$0 Mortgage
$0 Payment
$2,525 Desig/Restric
$23,487 Total

$25,180
$0
$2,294
$27,474

November Net Income (Loss):
Monthly Results:
Christ Lutheran's operational income came in
$6,807 less than budget for the month.
Operational expenses were $5,587 less than
budget for the month.
Operational funds combined for a net outflow
of $2,938 for the month.
Designated/Restricted activity resulted in a net
outflow of $3,672.
Year To-Date:
Total operational revenues to date are $6,550
under budget for the year to date. Operating
revenues are approximately $1,500 ahead of
last year.
Total operational expenses to date are
approximately $32,170 under budget for the
year to date. Operating expenditures are
approximately $8,800 ahead of last year.
Balance Sheet Items:
CLC's checking account ended the month with a
$152,385 balance.
Total cash, including restricted/endowments,
totaled $322,221 as of 10/31/2020. CLC had
$1,640,981 in positive equity on 10/31/2020.

Attendance Report

Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Summers

Average Sunday: Worship Attendance
November 2020: 127
November 2019: 113

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please clearly write your name and amount
of gift being made on all offering envelopes
submitted. This ensures that your gifts are
entered correctly into our records system.
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SUNDAY

3

Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

10
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

17
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

24
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

31
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Congregational
Meeting and “Zoom” Coffee Hour

MONDAY

4

11

18

25

TUESDAY

5

12

7

1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

28

1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

21

1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

17

1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

THURSDAY

2021

6

WEDNESDAY

6:30 pm “Zoom”
Confirmation Class

16

20

27

6:30 pm “Zoom”
Confirmation Class

Newsletter
Deadline for
February

6:30 pm “Zoom”
7:00 pm Council “Zoom” meeting Confirmation Class

19

26

6:30 pm “Zoom”
Confirmation Class

FRIDAY

8

1

9

SATURDAY
2

23

19

22

30

18

29
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Christ Lutheran Church
1420 S. 2nd Avenue
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Return service requested

To:
———————————————————-----------

Wednesday,
January 6th

2021

Sunday, January 10th

Christ Lutheran will
be closed on Friday,
January 1st, 2021
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