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Pastor’s Message
One of the conundrums I have been facing lately is how we might observe the season of
Lent this year. (Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17th.) Typically, we start the
season with a reminder of our mortality. As the cross is traced on our foreheads and we
are marked with ashes, we hear the words, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust
you shall return.” After a year of being reminded almost daily of the deadly threat of
COVID we all face, however, one more reminder of our mortality would probably seem
like overkill, or it might be merely dismissed with a, “Yeah, yeah, yeah; so, tell me
something that I don’t already know.”
Another way many of us have observed Lent in the past is by “giving something up”, a
fast of sorts, one of Lent’s traditional disciplines. But it seems like we have already
been forced to give up so much in the last eleven months, that to willingly give up even
more might start to seem a little masochistic. So, what to do?
Believe it or not, some recent volunteer time at one of our local, mass COVID vaccine
clinics gave me some inspiration. I came home from my first stint working at the clinic
feeling surprisingly energized. After nearly a year of working mostly alone against a
backdrop of overwhelmingly grim news, it felt amazingly good and refreshing to partner
with others and participate in something that was clearly making a positive difference in
people’s lives. One vaccine recipient was so relieved after receiving the vaccine, she
was almost in tears. She commented, “This is a game changer!”
That whole clinic experience was a good reminder to me, as we prepare to enter a
season in which we often talk about Jesus dying to free us from sin and death, that Jesus
also died to free us for service to our neighbor. A few hours of volunteering proved
once again that there is great joy in doing what God has intend us to do all along.
So, my suggested Lent discipline for you this year is that, rather than giving something
up, you take something on instead. Volunteer a little bit of time to help a neighbor. Do
not worry about “correcting” them or “reforming”, them. Just love them.
▪Pick up the church directory each week and make a phone call to another
member that may not be able to get out very often.
▪Offer to run some errands for a neighbor that may have their hands full.
▪Take a meal to the single mom or single dad next door who comes home
exhausted from work to hungry kids.
▪As schools begin to welcome back kids, I am told that they will need more
volunteers.
▪The many COVID vaccine clinics anticipated over the next few months will
require an army of volunteers for them to run smoothly.

I am sure there are a multitude of ways you can safely contribute to the wellbeing of
another person or of your community as a whole. I suspect your spirit will receive a lift
as well as you once again know the joy that comes with living the life God has intended
for you all along. I cannot think of a better way to observe Lent than that.
Pastor Joel Ley
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Mission
We are God’s people,
united by faith in Jesus
Christ, forgiven, chosen
and called by Him through
the Word and Sacraments
to be a mission people.
Christ Lutheran is on
a break until it is
determined that it’s
safe for us to reopen
for worship services
and other church
activities. If you are
able, watch Pastor
Ley’s YouTube videos
every Sunday
morning for that
week’s sermon, as
well as a Children’s
story video! Then
afterwards you can
join the virtual
“Zoom” coffee hour.”
(Watch your e-mail
for an invitation to
that Sunday’s coffee
hour.) Beginning
on Wednesday,
February 24th, you
will be able to view a
weekly Lenten
Vesper service, via
YouTube, by Pastor
Ley and Jon Jensen.
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Members in Action—————————–——
Note from your Church Council!
Happy New Year to you all! Until we are able to
be together again for worship and activities, we
wanted to remind you of opportunities to stay
connected at CLC. Worship is available each
Sunday Morning on the church's YouTube site.
Also, there is a children's message available
Sunday mornings on the same site. Coffee hour
is available each Sunday at 11:00 am using the
Zoom platform. You should receive an invitation
to join every week. The Bible study group
meets Thursdays at 1:00pm, also on Zoom. If
you are interested in attending, please let the
office know and you will be added to the email
invitation. You don't need computer access for
the coffee hour or the Bible study. You can also
access the conversations just by using your
phone. If you have concerns, ideas, requests,
or personal needs, please do not hesitate to
contact us personally. You can leave a
message with the office that can be forwarded
to us or you can call us directly. We may not
have answers but we are always glad to listen.

Ash Wednesday
We will begin Lent this year by
celebrating the gifts Jesus has
given us, the gifts of his body
and blood. Join us behind the
church for a brief drive-in/drivethru communion service on Wednesday,
February 17th, at 5:30 p.m.

Lent Vespers
Beginning on Wednesday, February 24th,
weekly Lent Vespers services will be
available on our YouTube channel,
Christ Lutheran Walla Walla. Jon
Jensen, Cynthia Knutson, and Pastor
Ley will lead us in That You May Have
Life, a familiar service written by Marty
Haugen and Susan Briehl. Instead of a
homily, we will engage each evening’s
scripture passage with a form of lectio
divina or divine reading, a practice of
scripture reading and contemplation.

We miss you! Stay well. Stay safe. God Bless.
Leslie, Michelle, Dan, Norma,
Eric, Barbara, Carmen, JoAnne,
Charleen, Sara, John, and Jim
CLC Council Members

OUR PRAYER CHAIN
If you aren't on our e-mail prayer chain and would like
to be, we can make that happen! Just send or give
Deb your e-mail address and she will get you on the
list. You can contact her at 525-2243 or
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.

If you would like to add someone to our list,
please leave the information at the
church office or e-mail Deb at
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.
Kyle Jones
Kyle Rutledge
Lee Rutledge

USN
USA
USA

Josh Wolfram
Kris Wolfram

Hawaii
Fort Polk, LA
Fort Bragg, NC
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USAF
ANG

Congressional Budget Office, D.C.
Pentagon, DC

Members in Action——————————–
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving
During this season of Lent, you are invited to join together
with fellow supporters to study, pray and give during
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving.
Lent is a time of reflection and repentance, of sacrifice and
self-examination. But Lent is also a season of of hope—
hope in the work God is doing in the world, even in the
most challenging times. This Lent, join ELCA World
Hunger as we journey with out neighbors in hope for a just
world where all are fed.
In this last year, as the world has reeled from the effects of
a deadly pandemic, we have seen the number of hungry
people around the world rise, watched as food pantries and
soup kitchens expanded to serve an ever-growing number
of guests, and longed together in hope for the time when
we “will hunger no more, and thirst no more...and God
will wipe away every tear from (our) eyes (Revelation
7:16-17).
We hope you will choose to participate in this endeavor to
ease poverty and hunger both at home and around the
world. A Lenten Study Guide and a devotional calendar
with ideas for daily engagement in Lenten disciplines will
be available for each family. These will be distributed
during the upcoming drive-through event or in the narthex.

Your 40 Days of Giving offerings can be sent in along
with your regular Easter offering on April 4th. Be sure to
clearly mark what is intended specifically for 40 Days of
Giving and include your name, envelope number and the
amount given. Our collective offering will them be sent in
to ELCA World Hunger the following week.

Office Closure
The church office will be closed on
Monday, February 15th, in observance
of the Presidents’ Day holiday.
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125th Anniversary
Cookbook Update
Many thanks to everyone who
contributed recipes for Christ
Lutheran Church's 125th
anniversary cookbook. We had
over 70 contributors send in 215
recipes! Now the committee is
busy designing the cover and other
aspects of the cookbook before
sending it off to the publisher. We
will make sure that everyone knows
when the cookbook is completed
and ready for purchase.
Thank you, again, for helping to
make this cookbook a cherished
memento of an important milestone
in our church's history!

CLC NEWSLETTER
Your contributions to this newsletter are
welcome! Please submit your articles to
Deb in the church office, either in written
form or you can send it via e-mail to
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com (either
type the article in your email or attach a
Microsoft Word or text-only document).
And if you’d like to receive your
newsletter via CLC’s website, you can
just give Deb your e-mail address!

Members in Action——————————–
Scenes of Christmas Eve
Here are a few pictures from the two drive-in/drive-thru
communion services we held on Christmas Eve.
(photo credit: Jim Peterson)
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Christ Lutheran Church Business————CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
December 8, 2020
Council president, Kari Isaacson, called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. The council met online using the Zoom platform
due to the state meeting size restrictions resulting from the coronavirus pandemic. Those attending were: Pastor Joel Ley,
Kari Isaacson, Norma Austin, Michelle Summers, Eric Schmid, Carmen Funderburk, JoAnne Savage, Jon Jensen, Charleen
Kaaen, Sandy Krebs, Jim Peterson, Kurt Hoffman, and Gordon Heimbigner. Incoming 2021 council members present
were Leslie Anderson, Dan Grinstead, Barbara Hoffman, and John Lohrmann.
Leah Bailey was absent.
Eric Schmid gave the devotions.
Charleen Kaaen made a motion to approve the November 10th minutes, Carmen Funderburk seconded, and motion passed.
Financial Report: Per Gordon's report: CLC's checking account balance ended the month with a $148,446 balance. Total
cash, including restricted/endowments, totaled $318,309 as of 11/30/2020. CLC had $1,637,021 in positive equity on
11/30/2020. Offerings have remained strong and expenditures have been under budget thus far in 2020.
Committee Reports:
Property Management: Sandy expressed gratitude to Gene Walker for the many hours he has contributed to leaf pick up
around the church property. His work is greatly appreciated.
Pastor's Report: Pastor Joel provided a written report of pastoral acts, educational outreach, meetings/events, etc. for
November. Pastor has been preparing for online worship services through Advent & Christmas. He was pleased with the
turn-out for the drive-through communion service on November 29th. Similar drive-through communion services are
being planned for Christmas Eve. Flood recovery work continues. A flood recovery grant has been filed with Lutheran
Disaster Response to help fund a case manager to oversee the response. The church building was toured by a boiler
inspector as part of the annual inspection required by the church’s insurance company. Pastor thanked current council
members for serving during a challenging year and encouraged the 2021 council members to renew efforts to reach out to
church members. He reminded committee chairpersons to submit their annual reports to Deb prior to January 3, 2021.
These will be included in the final report presented as part of the church’s annual meeting on January 31st.
Continuing Business:
A. Ministry Expansion Suggestions: Data had been gathered from church members early in 2020 to assess possible
ministry expansion areas. Following the current Covid-19 pandemic many of these needs may change in their focus or
priority. The 2021 church council was encouraged to focus on ministry expansion as the year ahead unfolds.
B. 125th Anniversary: Carmen Funderburk is leading this group and can be contacted if others would like to join the
planning committee. Many plans are underway to celebrate the anniversary in 2021 including an all-church dinner slated
for Sunday, October 31st.
C. Phone System: Jim Peterson reported that the installation of the new phone system by Inland Cellular is complete and
is functioning well. An unforeseen issue was the need to retain two copper cable connections to allow our existing fire
alarm system to remain functional.
D. Directory Update: Carmen Funderburk & Ruth Ladderud plan to update the current directory information. A new
printed copy will not be published until we can meet as a congregation and update the photos of members.
E. COVID-19 Adaptations: Charleen has distributed “Spark” magazines to families with children in lieu of a formal
Sunday school program. Pastor’s visitations at the hospital and the VA have been more challenging due to Covid. CLC
has added new members to the congregation and has a couple of baptisms “on hold” until church services can resume.
F. PPP Loan: Eric reported that CLC continues to await an invitation to apply for PPP loan forgiveness. He anticipates
that this will occur in the first quarter of 2021.

G. Outreach Possibilities: Should CLC have a financial surplus at the end of the year, there was discussion about using
part of that surplus to help with debt forgiveness via medical debt buy-down. Advent Vesper offerings have been
designated for outreach meals at the Christian Aid Center and the Sleep Center. Some of CLC’s Endowment funds were
designated for local flood relief needs.
(Continued on the following page)
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Christ Lutheran Church Business————(Continued from previous page)

H. Congregational Meeting: A congregational meeting
was held on Sunday, December 6th, and the proposed slate
of 2021 council members was approved. The meeting was
conducted via Zoom with the option for members to phone
into the meeting if they did not have computer access. In
the future, members phoning into such meetings will need
to have the password to join in. Adequate time is needed at
the start of online meetings to ensure that everyone trying to
attend has been able to join the meeting. The decision was
made to email the annual report to all members who have
access to email and then to hand deliver hard copies of the
report to those members who do not use email in advance of
the annual meeting on January 31, 2021. All members will
receive a postcard in the mail and email notice of the
January 31st meeting at least two weeks in advance.
I. Budget for 2021: Eric shared an updated proposed
budget for 2021 which was discussed on a line-by-line
basis. Jim Peterson moved that this proposed budget be
submitted to the congregation for approval at the annual
meeting on January 31, 2021. Kurt Hoffman seconded the
motion, and the motion passed. On behalf of the council,
Kari thanked Eric for his exacting work on this detailed
budget. His efforts are much appreciated.
New Business:
A. Christmas Eve: Drive through communion services will
be held behind the church on Christmas Eve at 3:00 pm and
at 6:00 pm. The Hoffman family will be setting out
approximately 100 luminarias to light the parking lot for the
6:00 pm communion service.
Pastor Joel thanked Kari Isaacson for all of her hard work
and leadership of the council during this exceptionally
challenging year. Kari expressed her gratitude to the
council members for their work on behalf of the church.

Treasurer’s Report
December 2020 Offerings
General Fund
Interest Income
Other
Desig/Restric
Total

December 2020 Expenses

General
$55,421 Operations
$0 Mortgage
$0 Payment
$5,331 Desig/Restric
$60,752 Total

$23,374
$0
$465
$23,839

December Net Income (Loss): $36,913
Monthly Results:
Christ Lutheran's operational income came in
$30,288 more than budget for the month.
Operational expenses were $3,375 less than
budget for the month.
Operational funds combined for a net inflow of
$32,407 for the month.
Designated/Restricted activity resulted in a net
inflow of $4,866.
Year To-Date:
Total operational revenues to date are
approximately $19,781 ahead of budget for
2020. Operating revenues are approximately
$2,300 ahead of 2019.
Total operational expenses to date are
approximately $35,166 under budget for
2020. Operating expenditures are
approximately $4,500 ahead of 2019.
Balance Sheet Items:
CLC's checking account ended the month with a
$185,469 balance.
Total cash, including restricted/endowments,
totaled $360,833 as of 12/31/2020, which is
approximately $62,500 ahead of last year. This
is due to December offerings being strong and
expenditures being under budget.
CLC had $1,679,460 in positive equity on
12/31/2020.

Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 8:31 pm with the
Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Summers

Pastoral Acts

Baptisms
Thomas Arnold Rutledge
(January 1, 2021)

Attendance Report
Average Sunday: Worship Attendance

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please clearly write your name and amount
of gift being made on all offering envelopes
submitted. This ensures that your gifts are
entered correctly into our records system.

December 2020: 111
December 2019: 109
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SUNDAY

5th Sunday of Epiphany 7
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

MONDAY
1

8

22

15
Transfiguration of Our Lord 14
Christ Lutheran
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
Closed
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

Valentines Day

1st Sunday in Lent
21
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

2nd Sunday is Lent
28
Pastor Ley’s YouTube Video
worship service
11:00 am “Zoom” Coffee Hour

TUESDAY
Groundhogs' Day

2

9

7:00 pm Council “Zoom” meeting

16

23

WEDNESDAY
3

6:30 pm “Zoom”
Confirmation Class

10

6:30 pm “Zoom”
Confirmation Class

17

5:30 pm Drive-in/
Drive-thru Ash
Wednesday service

24

7: 00 pm YouTube
Lent Vespers service

FRIDAY

2021
THURSDAY
4
1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

11
1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

18
1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

25
1:00 pm “Zoom” Bible Study

12

5

20

13

SATURDAY
6

27

March
Newsletter
Deadline!

19

26
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Christ Lutheran Church
1420 S. 2nd Avenue
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Return service requested

To:
———————————————————-----------

2021

Sunday, February 14th
February 21, 2021

Lent begins on
Wednesday, Feb. 17th

Christ Lutheran will
be closed on
Monday, February 15,
for Presidents’ day
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February 17th, 5:30pm
Drive in/Drive thru
Communion service

