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The Messenger
A Message from Pastor Ley
A month or two ago, back when we were only anticipating resuming in-person worship and community life at Christ
Lutheran, I imagined that we would slowly ease back into things.
-The mission group would get back to making quilts, but on a smaller scale.
-Worship would resume, though with reduced numbers in attendance and a simplified
liturgy.
-We would gradually add other activities and ministries back into the calendar, over the
course of perhaps several months, but only as needs and opportunities presented
themselves and as volunteers stepped up to take ownership of programs.
That is not quite what has happened however!
Yes, the quilters are back in business on a somewhat smaller scale. And yes, compared to pre-pandemic numbers,
worship attendance has been a bit lower since we started meeting together on July 4 th, and the liturgy does still feel
somewhat austere. But any delusions I had about adding activities gradually or having an empty church calendar for a
while longer completely went out the window in July! It feels like we went from zero to sixty almost overnight!
After worship our first Sunday back together, we had an ice cream social out on the back lawn that was very well
attended. (I’m still trying to figure out if it was worship or the Ferdinand’s ice cream that was the big draw!) A week
later, Deacon Margaret Ley led us in a debriefing of some of the troubling events of the past year-and-a-half and how they
impacted us. A core group of volunteers (thanks, Charlene et al!) took it upon themselves to organize and offer a week of
Vacation Bible School for the kids. The men’s group has been back meeting on a regular basis. And we recently hosted a
two-day workshop aimed at developing cultural self-awareness and competency and increasing our understanding of the
dynamics of intolerance and racism.
Furthermore, Kurt Hoffman has procured and installed a new camera system in the sanctuary that now makes it possible
for us to livestream worship services. Sunday school rooms have been getting cleaned out and readied for fall. The
property committee has been resolving some facility issues that became apparent when we reoccupied the building. The
kitchen crew hosted a large and lovely reception following the funeral for our beloved sister in Christ, Pat Coram. And
there are other activities happening as well that simply slip my mind at the moment.
All of this has happened in the past month because of eager and willing volunteers who love Christ and Christ’s church. I
am reminded of a passage from the book of Nehemiah that describes the rebuilding of Jerusalem after God’s people
returned from exile in Babylon: “So we rebuilt the wall… for the people had a mind to work.” (Nehemiah 4:6)
So, this month, I just want to say “thank you” to all of you, named here or not, who are stepping up and saying, “I can do
that” as we start to rebuild our life together after our own time of “exile”. And thank you, as well, to those of you who,
through your offerings, faithfully provide the funding for these projects. Healthy congregations depend on healthy lay
involvement, on strong commitments and participation on the part of the members. Based on what I have seen this past
month, I would say that Christ Lutheran’s prognosis is good!
Gratefully,
Pastor Joel Ley

Page 2

The Messenger

Vacation
Bible
School

Page 3

The Messenger

Attendance Report

Pastoral Acts

Average Sunday: Worship Attendance

Funerals

June 2021 - 85

Patricia Coram

June 2020 - 148

July 16, 2021

Prayers for our Service Personnel
Kyle Jones
Kyle Rutledge
Lee Rutledge
Josh Wolfram
Kris Wolfram
Andrew Johnson

USN
USA
USA
USAF
ANG
ANG

Hawaii
Fort Bragg, NC
Fort Bragg, NC
Wright/Patterson, Dayton OH
Pentagon, DC
Poland

If you would like to add someone to our list, please leave the information at the church office or e-mail Erin at
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.

Confirmation Classes!

Michelle Summers
Baker Basel
Elizabeth Maib
Skyler Barnett
Julie Swenson
Tracy Rutledge
Clarice Swanson
Malin Bailey
Kari Isaacson
Tonyel Nelson
William Keyes
Ian Hewitt
Keith Swanson
Timothy Anderson
Andrew Gomsrud
Pastor Joel Ley
Becky Benzel
Lorna Hewitt
Hannah Lohrmann
Lori Peterson
Edward Hermsen

1st
3rd
3rd
5th
8th
9th
9th
13th
15th
15th
19th
20th
20th
23rd
23rd
27th
29th
29th
29th
29th
30th

Christ Lutheran offers two years of instruction for
those preparing to affirm their baptisms. The class is
typically comprised of students in the 7th and 8th
grades. Regular attendance and participation in Sunday
worship is expected. If you intend to enroll your child
in confirmation classes this fall, please call the church
office and let Erin know by August 15th so materials
can be ordered. Also, plan to attend an orientation
session for parents and students on Wednesday,
September 15th, at 6:30 pm. We will meet in Room 7.

OUR PRAYER CHAIN
If you aren't on our e-mail prayer chain
and would like to be, we can make that
happen! Just send or give Erin your email address and she will get you on
the list. You can contact her at
(509) 525-2243 or

christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
July 13, 2021
Council president, Leslie Anderson, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Those attending were: Pastor
Joel Ley, Leslie Anderson, Norma Austin, Michelle Summers, Eric Schmid, Carmen Funderburk, JoAnne
Savage, Charleen Kaaen, Barbara Hoffman, Sara Pinkerton, Jim Peterson, and Cecilia Rutledge. John
Lohrmann, and Dan Grinstead were absent.
Barbara Hoffman gave the devotions.
Minutes from the June 8th meeting were corrected and edited via email communication. Michelle Summers
made a motion to approve the amended June 8th minutes, Charleen Kaaen seconded, and the motion
passed via email communication.
Financial Report: Cecilia reviewed the financial report. Although operational expenses for the month of
June were less than had been budgeted for, both operational income and designated/restricted account
activity had net outflows for the month. The result was that the month of June had an overall net outflow of
$8,697. CLC’s year-to-date income and expenses, combined with the designated/restricted account
activities (including the forgiven PPP loan of $22,000) still show a net inflow of $29,935 thus far in the first
half of 2021.
Committee Reports:
Adult Education: John Lohrmann submitted a written report. Following worship on July 11th , Margaret Ley
led a “debriefing” session on the impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the congregation. A workshop
on race and diversity issues will be held at CLC July 23-24. Temple talks regarding the Dialogues on Race
class are scheduled for August 16, 23, 30, and September 5. A second class of Dialogues on Race will
begin September 12. Following that, a course of Dialogues on Sexuality will begin. Tentatively, Estate
Planning for the Heart will begin later in the year.
Worship: Barbara Hoffman requested volunteers for readers, ushers, communion assistants, etc. for the
Sunday worship services.
Finance: Eric Schmid will provide a review of the formal offering counting procedure for all council
members at the August meeting now that we have resumed counting offering immediately following
services.
Youth & Family: Sara Pinkerton reported that a get-together for families with small children was held in
June. Plans are in place to continue in July.
Youth Education: Charleen Kaaen reported that VBS is slated for Sunday, July 18th through Thursday,
July 22nd. Vacation Bible School will be held indoors due to the excessive heat. Teachers are Sara
Pinkerton, Cheryl McCoy, Leah Bailey, Judith Hedberg-Duff, and Nick & Leslie Anderson.
Fellowship: Carmen Funderburk reported that plans continue to move ahead with 125th anniversary celebrations for CLC. She is hoping that additional church members will volunteer to help on the planning committee.
continued on next page...
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Pastor's Report: Pastor Joel provided a report of his pastoral acts, educational outreach, meetings/events,
etc. for the months of May & June. He has received many positive comments about the return to sanctuary
worship. The livestream capabilities are working well. The outdoor ice cream social following the July 4th service was much appreciated. The church calendar is beginning to get busy with VBS, the Building Bridges
workshop, Affirmation of Baptism, the 125th anniversary celebration, and all of the other church-related activities which are now moving ahead. Pastor thanked council members for their continued service to the church
in this remarkably challenging time.
Continuing Business:
A. Ministry:

1. VBS: Charleen has been meeting with the VBS teachers to review the curriculum.
B. Congregational Outreach:
1. Worship: Discussion was had about the abbreviated worship format and about a timeline for adding additional hymns and more traditional aspects of worship. Council also discussed having outdoor fellowship (ie. a small “coffee-hour”) following services during the summer months.
2. Building Use:
a) KNO (Kids Night Out) Materials: The large play structure has been removed and was donated to
the YWCA. Small toys were donated to the Christian Aid Center and the remaining toys may be donated to
the YWCA. The arts and craft materials will be added to CLC’s Sunday school supply area. CLC has funds
that are specifically designated for the KNO program. The original donor of those funds will be contacted by
Leslie Anderson to ask their permission to donate their designated funds to the YWCA or to the school district’s Kids-in-Need program.
b) Tabitha’s Closet Update: JoAnne spoke with Jodi Worden. Jodi continues to file the necessary
paperwork with the State of Washington for non-profit status before taking over the Tabitha’s Closet program. She is planning to have the inventory moved to her facility by late August or early September.
3. Phone lines for fire alarm streamlined: Jim Peterson will contact Walla Walla Electric regarding this issue and will report at the August council meeting.
4. Open Door Grant/Building Bridges Workshop: Leslie reported that CLC was not one of the recipients
of the Open Door grants. There were over 1000 applicants and only 135 recipients were selected. Pastor’s
discretionary fund will cover the costs associated with the Building Bridges workshop which will be held July
23-24 at CLC. Church members interested in meeting the facilitator of the workshop can attend a coffee hour
at CLC on Friday, July 23rd at 10:00 a.m.
New Business:
1. Quiet Area for children: Sara presented options for a location either in or adjacent to the sanctuary for a
quiet area for small children. The area would have additional materials available for children to access during
the service. Discussion will continue at the August council meeting.
2. CLC Gift Policy: The formal Gift Policy, which was approved by council in May 2020, needs to be signed
and back-dated by former council president, Kari Isaacson, for the church’s permanent record.
Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm with the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Summers
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Treasurer's Report
June 2021 Income
General Fund:

June 2021 Expenses
$15,316

Interest:

$0

Other:

$0

Designated Restricted:
Total Income:

$1940
$17,256

General Operations:

Designated/ Restricted:
Total Expenses:

June 2021 Net Income (Loss): ($8,697)
Monthly Results:
Operational expenses exceeded operational income by $5,509 for the month.
Designated/Restricted Account activity resulted in a net outflow (loss) of $3,188 for the month.
Year To-Date Results:
Total Operational Income to-date is approximately $12,529 ahead of budget for 2021.
Total Operational Expenses are approximately $24,989 under budget for 2021.
Year to Date Net Income (Loss): $29,935.
Balance Sheet Items:
CLC's checking account ended the month with a $192,704 balance.
Total cash, including restricted/endowments accounts, totaled $382,062 as of 6/30/2021.
CLC had $1,723,591 in positive equity on 6/30/2021.

$20,825

$5,128
$25,953

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

AUGUST 2021
Sun

7

14

6
1pm Bible Study

13

5

1pm Staff Meeting

12

4

9am Mission Group

11

21

Newsletter Deadline
27

28

20

3

10

1pm Bible Study

1pm Bible Study

26

1pm Bible Study

1pm Staff Meeting

9am Mission Group
7pm Council Meeting
17
9am Mission Group

24
9am Mission Group

31
9am Mission Group

25

19

2

9

16

23

30

18

1
9:30am Worship
Services
10:30am Coffee
Hour
8
9:30am Worship
Services
10:30am Coffee
Hour
15
9:30am Worship
Services
10:30am Coffee
Hour
22
9:30am Worship
Services
10:30am Coffee
Hour
29
9:30am Worship
Services
10:30am Coffee
Hour
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Jim Peterson
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Gene Spangrude
·Organist·
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·Property Management·
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Eric Schmid
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Barbara Hoffman
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Charleen Kaaen
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John Lohrmann
·Evangelism·
Vacant

Mission
We are God’s people, united by faith in Jesus Christ, forgiven, chosen and called by
Him through the Word and Sacraments to be a mission people.

