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The Messenger
A Message from Pastor Ley
A couple of weeks ago, at our Thursday afternoon Bible study, we were looking at that week’s epistle lesson from
the book of James (James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a). The passage addressed the causes and results of division in a community.
It talked about “envy and selfish ambition”, and asked, “Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they
come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you?... You covet something and cannot
obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts.” One person at our Bible study observed, “This passage is
appropriate for our day!”
Indeed, in recent months it has seemed as if we, as a society and as individuals, are determined to argue and bicker
and insist on our own way about just about everything. We cannot even agree to disagree anymore. Instead, we
dismiss opposing views and those who hold them as of no account. Congregations and even familial relationships
are being torn apart over things like face masks and vaccines. The Eighth Commandment has been taking quite a
beating.
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor” is not simply about lying after all. Luther explains it, “We
are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our neighbors, betray or slander them, or destroy their
reputations. Instead we are to come to their defense, speak well of them, and interpret everything they do in the best
possible light.”
A couple of days after our conversation at Bible study, the following prayer, by Baptist minister, E. Lee Phillips, was
included in my daily devotions*. I think it is appropriate for each one us to pray in our day as well.
Loving Heavenly Father, as I examine my relationships today, help me to do so mindful of the actions of Jesus that
can show the way to maturity.
Have I projected onto others behavior I fear in myself?
Have I categorized others to remove my involvement?
Have I accused others to clear my guilt?
Have I expected others to make exceptions for me I did not deserve?
Have I suspected others of deeds I deny?
Have I maintained obsolete prejudices?
Have I in anger spoken too quickly?
Have I required too much, praised too little, and taken it out on the innocent?
Have I wanted security from others that is alone Thy Providence?
Forgive these sins of relationships, intentional or unintentional. Let me face my motives. Let me not be deceived
about jealousy and blame placing. Let me be honest with Thee and in restitution to those I have harmed. My
mistakes are many and often. May I have the Spirit of the Master who in compassion or rebuke, sinned not, who
loved the forgotten and confused as they were meant to be loved. Hear my gratitude for having been included in that
love and my resolve to love others more wisely in return. Amen.
*For All the Saints: A Prayer Book For and By the Church, vol. IV, The American Lutheran Publicity Bureau, 1996.

Christ’s peace,
Pastor Joel Ley
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FELLOWSHIP NEWS

Tithe.ly
We now offer online giving
through Tithe.ly! You can
donate once or set up recurring
giving with just a few simple
steps. Click this button or go
to our website
https://christwallawalla.org/
to try it for yourself!

Give

•

Since we had to postpone the 'big" 125th Anniversary
Celebration, we are still planning on a small
celebration to honor our church on Sunday, October
31st during the coffee hour. So mark your calendars
and plan on staying a little bit later than normal. We
are thinking about small luncheon. More details will
follow as we get closer.

•

Cookbooks are still for sale. Michelle Summers will be
selling them at church on the Sunday the 10th. They
are $10.00.

•

Another project I am working on is to organize the
kitchen. Over the years things have collected and we
are trying to make the kitchen a bit more user friendly.
So if you feel you have left dishes, containers, etc.
please collect them by October 15th. On Sunday the
24th, we will place the items not collected up for grabs,
anything that is left will be donated.
Carmen Funderburk
Fellowship Chairperson

Dear Friends in Christ,
In November I plan to join my cousin, a Catholic nun, to the
border in Laredo, Texas. We will spend two weeks volunteering
at La Frontera Migrant Shelter, which is run by Catholic
Charities. The shelter has been receiving many mothers with
small children and some families. On arrival they are processed,
given showers, meals, may spend a night when necessary and
then are placed on buses to friends and family in the U.S. to
await their court date. Most arrive with little or nothing.
The residents of Laredo donate used clothing, which is sorted
and given where needed. We are each taking one extra suitcase
with items to donate. I have been acquiring small, quiet toys (to
keep children entertained at the shelter and on their bus trip),
children’s clothing (including underwear), travel-size toiletries,
adult undies, diapers, wipes, etc. During the month of October I
will leave my open suitcase at the church in case anyone would
like to donate gift cards (Walmart), checks or additional items.
This is something I have long wanted to do and I’m so grateful
for the opportunity to help. I know our guests will be grateful
for anything we can share with them. Thank you.
Blessings,
Charleen Kaaen

OUR PRAYER CHAIN
If you aren't on our e-mail prayer
chain and would like to be, we can
make that happen! Just send or
give Erin your e-mail address, and
she will get you on the list. You
can contact her at
(509) 525-2243 or
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.
Prayer requests can be submitted
to Erin at the church office as well.
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Sunday School is
Coming!
Christ Lutheran plans to begin Sunday
School classes on Sunday, Oct. 10. Our
first story this fall will be about Joseph and
his brothers. Classes will be for children
aged 4-12. They will join their families in
the sanctuary each Sunday, but will be
excused to their classrooms prior to the
sermon.
Teachers will change from week to
week so no one needs to miss the service
every Sunday. With the potential for three
classrooms, we will need an abundance of
teachers. If you are interested in helping,
please let Charleen Kaaen know.

Bill Miller

1st

Adelyn Schmid

3rd

Phil Smith

11th

Charleen Kaaen

13th

Susan Quinn

13th

Michael Lesmeister

15th

Susan Coleman

21st

Sandy Krebs

21st

Steve Summers

21st

Haakon Mouat

23rd

Janet Mobley

24th

Marissa Manny

26th

Natalie Manny

26th

Sandy McCoy

29th

Mary Beth Norby

29th

Chuck Austin

30th

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - Noon
And 1:00 pm-3:30pm

Prayers for our Service Personnel
Kyle Jones
Kyle Rutledge
Lee Rutledge
Josh Wolfram
Kris Wolfram
Andrew Johnson
Amy Roznowski

USN
USA
USA
USAF
ANG
ANG
USMC

Hawaii
Fort Bragg, NC
Fort Bragg, NC
Wright/Patterson, Dayton OH
Pentagon, DC
Poland
Darwin, Australia

If you would like to add someone to our list, please leave the information at the church office or e-mail Erin at
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.
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•Confirmation Day•

On Sunday, October 24th, two
young women in our congregation,
Katherine Prince and Heidi Scott,
will make public affirmation of
their baptism. Please keep them in
your prayers as that day approaches
and continue to support and
encourage them in their life of
faith.

For All the Saints
All Saints Sunday falls on November 7th
this year. Though it is not yet certain what
the worship service will look like that
morning, we will, in some way,
remember and give thanks for those who
have died in Christ. A Book of
Remembrance will be placed at the back
of the sanctuary throughout the month of
October. You are invited to write in it the
names of your loved ones who have died
since last All Saints Day.
Recognizing that several of you are not
yet comfortable joining us for in-person
activities in the building, you have the
option of either emailing those names to
Erin at christlutheran@gohighspeed.com
or calling them in to the church office.
For some names, it would be helpful if
you could give some indication of
pronunciation as well! We will need to
have them by October 31st .

Attendance Report
Average Sunday: Worship Attendance

August 2021 - 98
August 2020 - 133

The men’s group enjoyed a visit to Walla Walla
Hops (office manager Erin’s family business) on
Saturday September 11th. They learned about
growing and processing hops for the beers
being produced locally in the Walla Walla Valley.
The men’s group meets every other Tuesday at
the church.

A hop cone broken
open to show the
lupulin.

Hop plants grow
16 ft tall or
more!
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“To know and to do the will of our Lord Jesus Christ” was the mission statement the national women’s
organization of the Lutheran Church adopted many years ago. “To know and to do the will of our Lord Jesus
Christ” started the quilting project and marked when Christ Lutheran Church “Ladies Aid” became the “Women
of the Church”.
“To know”, which means having Bible study and learning has always been a part of our program. The “to do”
needed focus. Giving the needy comfort was a goal of Lutheran World Relief, and since many of the women
were already quilters, comforters became a natural project. For more than fifty years the women of Christ
Lutheran have been putting backing, batting and quilt tops together and sending them around the world.
During the years, not only quilts, but school kits, fabric kits, health kits (now called personal care kits) and even
some baby care kits have been sent. Quilting was been done seasonally, then monthly and now weekly. Even
now, through the pandemic and changing time, Christ Lutheran Church Women in Mission Group are doing
what they have been doing for more than fifty years – worshipping apart and together, enjoying fellowship and
doing the will of our Lord Jesus Christ.
When you see the quilts on the church pews and help cover the freight costs you, too, can become a part of
this project as we continue to bring comfort to the world’s needy. This October we will be sending more than
500 personal care kits, which will add to the more than 5215 personal care kits that have been sent just in the
last 17 years! We are also sending 330 quilts, bringing the total quilts sent over the past more than 50 years to
more than 12,098 quilts to comfort those in need! 12,098 is a LOT OF QUILTS! We continue to “know and to
do the will of our Lord Jesus Christ” weekly on Tuesday mornings.
“Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say Rejoice.” Philippians 4:3

Back left to right: Amelia Grinstead, Mirney Wagner, Betty Depuy, Kathy Krebs, JoAnne Savage
Center left to right: Judith Hedberg-Duff, Deanne Johnson, Jan McDowell, Helen Hill
Front: Norma Hanson & Maxine Amen
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES
September 14, 2021
Council president, Leslie Anderson, called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Those present were: Pastor
Joel Ley, Cecilia Rutledge, Dan Grinstead, Norma Austin, Eric Schmid, Barbara Hoffman, Carmen
Funderburk, JoAnne Savage, Charleen Kaaen, and Sara Pinkerton.
Charleen Kaaen gave devotions.
Minutes of the August 10, 2021 minutes were revised and approved by email August 17, 2021.
Financial Report: Cecilia provided the treasurer’s report. August income, including designated and
restricted funds was $19,185. Expenses were $23,476, resulting in a net outflow of $4,291 for the
month. Year to date operational income is approximately $1,740 under budget for 2021. Operational
expenses YTD are approximately $31,669 under budget. YTD Income and Expenses combined with a
$979 net inflow from the designated and restricted accounts, results in a $19,044 net inflow for 2021.
The financial report was reviewed and received.
Cecilia asked whether council preferred to keep donations for Christian Aid Center and the Sleep Center
as separate items or combine the two. It was decided that gifts would be tracked separately when
specified by the donor.
Committee Reports:
Property: The replacement unit for the faulty air conditioner will arrive and be installed in September.
In October Dan will obtain bids for outside painting of the education wing.
Finance: Council should begin to consider 2022 budget needs. Work on next year’s budget will begin at
the November council meeting.
Worship: We had three recent Sundays with guest pastors that went very well. Pastor Joel and Barbara
will be meeting to discuss what can and should be added back to worship. Suggestions have been to add
a modified Sharing of the Peace (with waving rather than handshaking). In addition, we may add a sung
Gospel Acclamation and then possibly another hymn. Given the severity of COVID rates in Walla
Walla and our community's low vaccination rate, the worship protocols in place (masking and limited
singing) continue to make good sense.
Outreach: JoAnne reported that Tabitha's Closet is still in the process of moving. Jodi Worden picked
up some materials on August 24 and plans to move the rest by September 18. Kim Morasch will go
through any paper work we still have and decide if there is anything we need to retain for our church
records.
All the equipment and supplies from KNO have been redistributed or disposed of. Ladderuds removed
all the structures and equipment they had donated. The Women's Shelter took what they could use,
some supplies were incorporated into the Sunday School supplies and the rest was donated to Yee-Haw
Aloha Thrift Shop. Yee-Haw is a non-profit that uses the money they raise to support Young Life
programs in Walla Walla.
LWR has set October 15-16 as collection dates for quilts and kits in Spokane. Since we have not had a
collection date since Covid hit, we have a very large shipment ready to go. We are arranging for a truck
and driver to deliver the boxes for us. September 26 will be the Sunday designated to take a special
offering to help cover the cost of shipping .

The Messenger

Page 7

Continued from previous page

Youth Education: Sunday School classes for ages 4-11 will begin on Sunday, October 10. Eight
people have agreed to help teach and two others are thinking about it. Charleen will plan for only
two classes, preschool and elementary until we see who is attending. Covid may be keeping several
families away for the time being, but we’ll adjust if needed.
Youth and Family: Sara says the outdoor play equipment needs updating and replacement of
swings, chains and lumber. She has been looking into replacement costs.
Adult Education: The second Dialogues on Race class began Sunday, September 12th, after
worship, thanks to Charleen Kaaen, facilitator. The tentative plan is to begin a Dialogues on
Sexuality class thereafter. Pastor's lectionary Bible study continues on Thursday afternoons at 1 PM,
and all are invited.
Pastor’s Report: There will be four students in Confirmation classes this fall. Class will meet in
person.
Continuing Business:
Ministry Expansion:
Tithe.ly: A donation button for Tithe.ly will be added to the existing CLC Webweavers web page.
This will provide members with a link to Tithe.ly.com where contributions can be given to the
ELCA, Synod or CLC.
IT Support: Three tech service providers have been identified for technology support when needed.
These computer consultants will be called on an as needed basis.
Congregational:
Building Use: Property management and the Resume Worship Committee will meet to consider
protocols for building use by outside groups. State Covid guidelines for indoor use and insurance
requirements will be considered.
KNO: The remaining funds earmarked for Kids’ Night Out will be distributed equally between
CASA and CPS.
Fire Alarm, Phone Lines: The fire system has been changed from hard wire to cellular. We will
now only be paying Emerge/Inland Cellular for phone service and WW Electric for fire alarm
monitoring.
Personnel: Council approved Pastor Joel's request to continue his health insurance coverage with the
Portico ELCA Primary Health Gold Plan at a 3% increase for 2022.
Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Leslie Anderson, Substitute Secretary
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Treasurer's Report
August 2021 Income
General Fund:

August 2021 Expenses
$18,565

Designated/ Restricted:
Total Income:

$620
$19,185

General Operations:
Designated/ Restricted:
Total Expenses:

$23,073
$403
$23,476

August 2021 Net Income (Loss): ($4,291)
Monthly Results:
Operational expenses exceeded operational income by $4,508 for the month.
Designated/Restricted Account activity resulted in a net inflow of $217 for the month.
Year To-Date Results:
Total Operational Income to-date is approximately $1,740 under budget for 2021.
Total Operational Expenses are approximately $31,669 under budget for 2021.
Year to Date Net Income (Loss): $19,044
Balance Sheet Items:
CLC's checking account ended the month with a $181,675 balance.
Total cash, including restricted/endowments accounts, totaled $373,913 as of 8/31/2021.
CLC had $1,715,442 in positive equity on 8/31/2021.

Thinking About Worship

Throughout the pandemic, a group of CLC council members and members at large has been meeting to think
about when and how we can safely worship together. The “Resume Worship” group has considered local health
trends and recommendations, state and national guidelines and requirements, and the expectations of CLC’s
insurance company while at the same time striving to include as many people as possible and maintain the
integrity of worship. Though not easy, the process has been thoughtful, intentional, and apparently successful;
we are unaware of any COVID infections resulting from worship at CLC.
Though worship may seem pretty austere or bare-bones at present, ever since we resumed gathering in-person,
the four main components of Lutheran worship have been maintained.
Gathering - The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Word - God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
Meal - God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Sending - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
(For a more information about what comprises each of these four primary aspects of worship, see pages 91-93
in our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.)
We are starting to gradually add more pieces back into our worship services. We recently resumed sharing the
peace, as well as singing a gospel acclamation and portions of the communion liturgy. As conditions improve,
we intend to begin adding more hymns back into the service as well. In the weeks and months come, worship
will begin to feel more familiar. In the meantime, thank you for your patience!

Christ Lutheran Church

1420 South 2nd Avenue
Walla Walla, WA 99362-4502

Return Service Requested

We’re on the Web!
www.christwallawalla.org
CHURCH COUNCIL AND STAFF

·Pastor·
·President·
Leslie Anderson
·Secretary·
Michelle Summers
·Treasurer·
Cecilia Rutledge
·Stewardship·
Jim Peterson
·Fellowship·
Carmen Funderburk
·Outreach·
JoAnne Savage

Joel Ley
·Office Manager·
Erin Aycock
·Sexton·
Gene Spangrude
·Organist·
Cynthia Knudson
·Personnel·
Norma Austin
·Property Management·
Dan Grinstead

·Finance/ Budget·
Eric Schmid
·Worship·
Barbara Hoffman
·Youth Education·
Charleen Kaaen
·Youth & Family·
Sara Pinkerton
·Adult Ed/ Library·
John Lohrmann
·Evangelism·
Vacant

Mission
We are God’s people, united by faith in Jesus Christ, forgiven, chosen and called by Him
through the Word and Sacraments to be a mission people.

Mon

5

Tue

1pm Staff Meeting

13

6

Wed

October 2021
Sun

4
9am Mission Group

3
9:30am Worship Service

9am Mission Group

12

10am Men’s Group

11

10:30am Coffee Hour
11am Dialogues on Race

10
9:30am Worship Service
10:30am Coffee Hour

Thu

7
1 pm Bible Study

14

21

1pm Bible Study

20

1pm Bible Study

7pm Council Meeting 6:30pm Confirmation
19

1pm Staff Meeting

11am Dialogues on Race

9am Mission Group

6:30pm Confirmation

18

9:30am Worship Service

10am Men’s Group

17
10:30am Coffee Hour

1pm Bible Study

28

27

25

9am Mission Group

26

24 - Confirmation
9:30am Worship Service
10:30am Coffee Hour
11am Dialogues on Race
31 - Reformation Day
9:30am Worship Service
10:30am Coffee Hour
11am Dialogues on Race

29

22

15

8

1

Fri

30

23

16

9

2

Sat

