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The Messenger
A Message from Pastor Ley
The other day, someone commented on how many people it takes to keep our congregation
“going”. It is true. To maintain the level of programs, the quality of worship, the condition of
grounds and facilities, etc. that we have all come to expect, it takes a lot of people!
Nothing around the church just happens. Behind the scenes, hours go into preparing for just a
single hour of worship each week. Musicians rehearse, lessons are studied, sermons are
written, someone bakes the communion bread, someone else comes in to set up for
communion, other people run the sound board and the live-stream camera, hymns have to be
selected, the liturgy needs to be thought through, and the bulletins need to be prepared and
printed. You get the idea.
Then add to that, all of the other things that happen around here. Sunday school lessons are not
just taught; they need to be prepared. Offerings get counted, checks signed, and bills paid. The
lawn needs to be fertilized and mowed, and the sprinkler system needs to be maintained.
Coffee hours need to be hosted. Tables get set up and taken down before and after activities.
Gutters need cleaning. Leaves need raking. Snow needs to be moved. And that probably only
scratches the surface! It is no wonder you can almost always find someone working at the
church whenever you stop by. Unfortunately, though, it is often the same people, and they
would love to share the wealth!
Now that we have resumed in-person worship, we once again need more people to sign up to
help with the various worship tasks on Sunday morning. Don’t let inexperience deter you!
Someone will show you the ropes! Also, the nominating committee is starting its search for
council members for the coming year. Consider serving in that way. If they approach you, it is
because they see in you gifts necessary for that work.
This is a wonderful congregation. I am reminded of that fact often. I hope you will do what
you can to help keep it that way.
Christ’s peace,
Pastor Joel Ley
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Thanksgiving and Advent
No doubt some of you are starting to
wonder about Thanksgiving and Advent
Vespers services. Plans have not been
firmed up yet. Expect to receive more
information during announcements on
Sunday mornings and in a Friday email
soon!

Drive Through Communion
On All Saints Sunday, November 7th, at 11:00
a.m., we will offer a drive-through communion
service, so that those of you who have been
worshipping with us online can receive the
sacrament. After you have watched the livestream service at home that morning
(christwallawalla.org), join us in the parking lot
behind the church. You will be able to listen to
the very brief liturgy on your FM car radio and
then receive communion in the safety of your
vehicle as you leave to return home.

The church office will be closed
November 25th and 26th so that we can
celebrate Thanksgiving with our families.

Veteran’s Day
Parade

Walla Walla's annual Veterans Day
Parade is scheduled for Thursday,
November 11 at 11:11am. Come out and
show your support for our veterans.

OUR PRAYER CHAIN
If you aren't on our e-mail prayer
chain and would like to be, we can
make that happen! Just send or
give Erin your e-mail address, and
she will get you on the list. You
can contact her at
(509) 525-2243 or
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.
Prayer requests can be submitted
to Erin at the church office as well.

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - Noon
and 1:00 pm - 3:30pm

Attendance Report
Average Sunday: Worship Attendance

September 2021 - 97
September 2020 - 125

Offering Envelopes
Please remember to include
• Name
• Offering Amount
• Purpose of Gift
• Envelope ID Number
This is necessary so we can properly record your
gift!
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John Hoffman

11/1

Ryan Manny

11/6

Linda Mobley

11/7

Kirsten Brannon

11/10

Michael DeRuwe

11/13

Samuel Holce

11/15

Jeanne Ziska

11/15

Dick Swenson

11/16

Betty Benson

11/19

Dan Grinstead

11/19

Thelma Sanks

11/20

Anne Swant

11/23

Siri Mouat

11/25

Kristin Basel

11/27

Sara Pinkerton

11/27

Jessica Norby

11/29

Cassie Spangrude working on the 125th
Anniversary banner

Return to Standard Time
Remember to turn your clocks back one hour
before going to bed on Saturday, November 6th.
You do not want to miss out on that extra hour of
sleep!

Prayers for our Service Personnel
Kyle Jones
Kyle Rutledge
Lee Rutledge
Josh Wolfram
Kris Wolfram
Andrew Johnson
Amy Roznowski

USN
USA
USA
USAF
ANG
ANG
USMC

Hawaii
Fort Bragg, NC
Fort Bragg, NC
Wright/Patterson, Dayton OH
Pentagon, DC
Poland
Darwin, Australia

If you would like to add someone to our list, please leave the information at the church office or e-mail Erin at
christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.
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Meet our Confirmands
Heidi Marie Scott was brought to the waters of baptism at Trinity
Lutheran Church by her parents, Patti Scott and Sean Scott, on March
18th, 2007. Her sponsors were her grandmother, Donna Hermanns,
and her cousin, Michelle Chamberlain. Among those whom Heidi
credits with having a positive influence on her faith are her parents,
her grandma, and her teachers. For her confirmation verse, Heidi has
selected John 10:27-28: My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow
me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out
of my hand.

Katherine Renae Prince was baptized in January 2008 at Pioneer
United Methodist Church. Her parents are Laura and Doug
Berry, and Kris and Diana Prince. Her baptismal sponsors were
Greg and Kate Watson. Katherine says that her family, her
school and her pastor have influenced her faith. For her
confirmation verse, she chose 1 Peter 1:8-9: Although you have not
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe
in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are
receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
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A Ton of Comfort
That’s right! Over a ton (2025 lbs.) from Christ Lutheran Church
was delivered on Saturday, October 16, to be sent to those in need
around our world. Places like Siberia, Jordan, Angola, Iraq,
Guatemala, Honduras, Dominican Republic and our own United
States. That ton of personal care kits and quilts will bring joy and
comfort to many needy individuals and families. You have been a
part of sending that comfort with our Mission Group by providing
$1,659 in freight shipping costs. Thank you as we continue to strive
to “Know and to Do the Will of our Lord Jesus Christ” and serve
those around the world and within our own borders. Lutheran
World Relief has been helping meet these international needs since
1945. It is our privilege to help them in their caring mission. You
can join Mission Group on Tuesday mornings from 9-12 to tie
knots, cut and sew and enjoy conversation and coffee. A piece of
giving comfort starts right here at Christ Lutheran Church
Fellowship Hall.

A big ‘Thank You’ to all of the volunteers who came out to help load quilts
and care kits. Dick & Norma Hanson, Dan Grinstead, Chuck Austin, Jim
Peterson, Gene Spangrude, Larry Johnson, Dick Fryhling and to John &
Ruth Ladderud for driving the trailer to Spokane!

T he M e sse nge r

Page 6

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES
October 12, 2021
Council president, Leslie Anderson, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Those attending were:
Pastor Joel Ley, Leslie Anderson, Norma Austin, Michelle Summers, Eric Schmid, Carmen
Funderburk, JoAnne Savage, Charleen Kaaen, Barbara Hoffman, Sara Pinkerton, Jim Peterson,
John Lohrmann, and Dan Grinstead. Cecilia Rutledge was absent.
John Lohrmann gave the devotions.
Minutes from the September 14th meeting were revised and approved by email September 17,
2021.
Financial Report: Cecilia submitted a written financial report. Income was $6,012 more than
budgeted and expenses were $4,898 less than budgeted for the month of September. Year-to-date
figures show income $4,550 ahead of budget and expenses $36,567 under budget which, when
combined with the $1,269 net outflow for designated/restricted accounts, yields a net inflow of
$26,502 (this amount includes the forgiven $22,000 PPP loan).
Committee Reports:
Adult Education: John Lohrmann submitted a written report. The adult education committee has
met twice since the last council meeting. Concern continues regarding the extent to which the
COVID pandemic affects the ability to meet safely. The Dialogues on Race class will finish
November 7th. A Bible study, using materials from Augsburg Fortress on “The Acts of the
Apostles”, will be offered beginning in mid-November. Future class options include Dialogues on
Sexuality, Dialogues on Immigration, and a repeat of the Death and Dying class previously offered.
Shannon Savage-Howie (ELCA Deacon and spiritual director in California) will offer an
introduction to storytelling workshop via Zoom on Thursday, October 14th at 7:00 p.m. Storytelling
skills can be valuable for mission interpretation, teaching, and other ministries within and beyond
the church.
Worship: Barbara Hoffman reported that in-person worship continues each Sunday with online
livestream services available for all who prefer to worship in that manner. Pastor is gradually
adding liturgy and some singing back into worship. Confirmation and All Saints’ Day services may
have larger attendance. Difficulties remain in getting volunteers for readers, ushers, communion
assistants, etc. for Sunday worship services. Suggestions to increase participation would be
appreciated.
Finance: Eric Schmid emailed council members a copy of the 2021 church budget to use as a
baseline for updating the budget for 2022.
Outreach: JoAnne reported that the Mission Group will be shipping about 330 quilts and 500
personal care kits this week. Twelve lap robes were delivered to Odd Fellows yesterday for their
care unit. She thanked the congregation for their generous support which will cover all of the
shipping costs of the quilts and care kits to Maryland with funds left over to contribute toward the
additional expense of final distribution throughout the U.S. and the world.
Youth & Family: Sara Pinkerton thanked Dan Grinstead, Jim Peterson, and the entire Men’s Group
for making repairs on the children’s play structure to ensure the safety of the equipment.
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Continued from previous page..
Youth Education: Charleen Kaaen reported that Sunday school classes started on Sunday,
October 10th with children attending in person
Pastor's Report: Pastor Joel provided a report of his pastoral acts, educational outreach,
meetings/events, etc. for the month of September. The Lower Columbia Basin Cluster, of
which CLC is a part, meets Sunday, October 17th at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom. The Bishop’s
Convocation, scheduled for late October at Lutherhaven in Coeur d’Alene, has been canceled
due to COVID. Pastor is participating in monthly small group sessions of HAVEN, offered by
the synod to promote wellness among the synod’s rostered leaders. Worship planning for
Advent and Christmas will need to be addressed by next month. There are uncertainties
imposed by COVID to take into consideration. On October 24th two young women will
affirm their baptisms and there are also three baptisms on the calendar for older children to be
held during upcoming Sunday worship services. Plans are in place for drive-through
communion on November 7th for those not yet comfortable receiving communion during inperson worship.
Continuing Business:

A. Ministry:
1. PPP Loan: Local disbursement suggestion ~ tabled until 2022.
B. Congregational Outreach:

1. Worship: Pastor Joel and Barbara Hoffman reported that in-person worship has been wellattended each week. Pastor plans to add communion hymns to the service with additional
music to be added at a future date. Discussion was had regarding how best to address the
needs of individuals who continue in crisis during the COVID pandemic. Council members
will be calling all who are on the church roster to ask how the church can serve them and be
of help during these difficult times.
2. Building Use:
1. KNO (Kids Night Out): CLC had remaining funds that were specifically designated
for the KNO program. The original donor of the KNO funds was contacted and approved the
disbursement of all remaining KNO fund at CLC to the Walla Walla Child Advocate Program.
The director of the program sent a heartfelt note of thanks to CLC for the donation which they
deeply appreciated.
2. Tabitha’s Closet Update: JoAnne reported that all contents and funds associated
with Tabitha’s Closet have been handed over to Jodi Worden.
3. Stewardship letter to Congregation: Jim Peterson presented a draft letter of thanks to be
sent to members of CLC expressing gratitude for members’ generosity and faithfulness to the
church during the pandemic. The letter encourages continued giving of time, talents, and
offering as the church moves toward full reopening. Revisions need to be received by Jim by
October 15th so that he can send the letter in a timely manner.
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4. Confirmation Reception: A reception in honor of this year’s confirmands will be held Sunday,
October 24th following worship. Carmen will bring a special cake to the coffee hour reception. The
Mission Group will need to store quilting materials and make sure that the Fellowship Hall is clean
prior to the in-door Sunday coffee hours on October 24th and 31st .
5. Good Gifts: JoAnne reported that the ELCA “Good Gifts” catalogues of giving options during
Advent have arrived. The catalogues will be distributed soon. She will investigate adding a link on
our CLC website to allow direct online access to the catalogue to facilitate designated gifts to the
program
6. 125th Anniversary celebration: Although the main celebration of CLC’s 125th anniversary will
be held one year late (in 2022) due to COVID restrictions, Carmen will be coordinating a “minicelebration” on Sunday, October 31st following worship which will be an informal brunch-style coffee hour to mark the special day.
New Business:
1. Nominating committee: A slate of nominees for the 2022 Church council will need to be made
by November 28th with elections being held on December 12th. A committee of five members
will be formed to find candidates for the open positions. Dan Grinstead, Sara Pinkerton, and
Michelle Summers will be on the committee along with two additional members of CLC.
2. 2022 Budget worksheets: Eric asked all council members to review their copies of the 2021
budget and let him know of potential changes to consider at the November council meeting
Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted, Michelle Summers

Treasurer's Report
September 2021 Income
General Fund:
Designated/ Restricted:
Total Income:

September 2021 Expenses
$31,145
$964
$32,109

General Operations:
Designated/ Restricted:
Total Expenses:

September 2021 Net Income (Loss): $7,279
Monthly Results:
Operational income exceeded operational expenses by $9,427 for the month.
Designated/Restricted Account activity resulted in a net outflow of $2,148 for the month.
Year To-Date Results:
Total Operational Income to-date is approximately $4,550 ahead of budget for 2021.
Total Operational Expenses are approximately $36,567 under budget for 2021.
Year to Date Net Income (Loss): $26,502
Balance Sheet Items:
CLC's checking account ended the month with a $189,077 balance.
Total cash, including restricted/endowments accounts, totaled $382,209 as of 9/30/2021.
CLC had $1,723,737 in positive equity on 9/30/2021.

$21,718
$3,112
$24,830

Christ Lutheran Church

1420 South 2nd Avenue
Walla Walla, WA 99362-4502

Return Service Requested

We’re on the Web!

www.christwallawalla.org
CHURCH COUNCIL AND STAFF
·President·

·Pastor·

·Finance/ Budget·

Leslie Anderson

Joel Ley

Eric Schmid

·Secretary·
Michelle Summers
·Treasurer·
Cecilia Rutledge
·Stewardship·

Jim Peterson
·Fellowship·
Carmen Funderburk
·Outreach·
JoAnne Savage

·Office Manager·
Erin Aycock
·Sexton·
Gene Spangrude
·Organist·
Cynthia Knutson
·Personnel·
Norma Austin
·Property Management·
Dan Grinstead

·Worship·
Barbara Hoffman
·Youth Education·
Charleen Kaaen
·Youth & Family·

Sara Pinkerton
·Adult Ed/ Library·
John Lohrmann
·Evangelism·
Vacant

Mission
We are God’s people, united by faith in Jesus Christ, forgiven, chosen and called by Him
through the Word and Sacraments to be a mission people.
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